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26 January 2021 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Procedures for Opening of School 

 

As communicated last week, we look forward to seeing you at the Meet & Greet dates 

commencing from tomorrow. 

 

The good news we received last week is that as an independent school, Maritzburg Preparatory 

will be able to commence in-person teaching time from next week. We saw last year the benefits 

of teaching this age group in a controlled and safe class environment, and are pleased to be able 

to begin the academic year. 

 

Please note that at this stage, all extra-mural dates that were scheduled for the first term (ie. 

Orientation Evenings, Play Dates, Picnics, Gala, etc) have been suspended for the foreseeable 

future in light of the health crisis our country is in, as well as the Level 3 Lockdown restrictions. 

 

Furthermore, we would like to stress that we are taking every measure possible to ensure the 

health and safety of your children. If your child or anyone else in your family are demonstrating 

ANY SYMPTOMS OF ILLNESS, PLEASE DO NOT SEND THEM TO SCHOOL. 

 

The following procedures may seem quite rigid – we apologise for this – but they are in line with 

the national directive. Can I ask that parents, and particularly new parents, to read these protocols 

listed below carefully. All members of the Maritzburg Prep family will be required to be guided by 

and adhere strictly to these procedures. 

 

Return Dates 

 

Date Start 

Monday 1 February Grade 1 

Tuesday 2 February Grade 2 & 3 

Wednesday 3 February Preschool 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Procedures 

 

• Please complete the Health Survey (https://bit.ly/3t5c8Tl) before arrival at school each day. 

It is an important requirement for school attendance. The survey can be done online (will be 

sent via SMS and from teachers on class WhatsApp groups. 

 

• As stressed before, children who are not well are PLEASE to be kept at home and are NOT 

to be sent to school under any circumstances. 

 

• Drop off for all children will be done at the main field. Vehicles will be directed by teachers 

on duty to the first stop point. 

 

• On arrival teachers will take the temperature of children BEFORE they disembark from the 

vehicle. If the temperature reading is above 38 degrees, your child will not be allowed 

access to the school.  

 

• Learners will be allowed to be dropped off from 7am each morning. Parents are asked to be 

prompt in dropping their children. The school gates to the quad will be closed by 7.45am. 

Late arrivals will only complicate the situation. 

 

• Children will also have their hands sprayed with hand sanitiser on arrival at school. 

Sanitizer spray bottles will be available at the entrance to every classroom and teachers will 

be spraying learners’ hands with hand sanitiser at the regular intervals. 

 

• Parents are urged to ensure that learners have all they need for the day at school as we will 

not permit items to be dropped off – this is yet another effort to minimise the foot traffic 

through the school. This includes birthday cakes and party packs which sadly during this 

time will not be permitted at school. 

 

• Parents are asked to ensure that all learners have at least two face masks which are clearly 

marked with their name on. It remains the parents’ responsibility to send their child to 

school wearing a mask. Parents must ensure that the face mask is worn for only one day 

and on reaching home washed and ironed for re-use on another day. Face shields may be 

used in conjunction with face masks but cannot replace them – as a mask must be worn at 

all times. The face shield must be sanitised on reaching home.  

 

• No learners will be allowed entry to the school without a clean mask or sanitised face 

shield. This mask must be worn for the entire day. 

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/3t5c8Tl


 

 

 

Clothing and Lunches 

 

Children will resume school in uniform. And normal school rules apply – please consult the parent 

information booklet should you have any questions. Each day should mean clean, washed clothing 

in light of Covid-19. 

 

Learners will not be permitted to share anything at all. Eating times will be monitored in the 

classroom by teachers so as to ensure children’s safety. In light of this, parents are urged to send 

all learners to school with a nutritional lunch box and plenty to drink for the day. It is recommended 

that each child has their own personal drinking bottles so that they do not drink water directly from 

the school taps. This is due to the risk of infection. 

 

Preparation of Your Children For Return To School 

 

We are sure that there will be lots of excitement in homes as children prepare to return to school, 

and we saw last year how adaptable they are. Once again, we would strongly encourage you to 

discuss the importance of personal hygiene with your children, as well as the importance of 

adhering to the safety regulations and protocols as outlined by the school.  

 

In summary, learners will need to: 

- adhere to all social distancing measures 

- make sure they wear their masks at all times 

- wash hands regularly during the day, before they eat, after they eat, and after they’ve been 

to the bathroom 

- not borrow or use other children’s pens, pencils or schooling equipment 

- adhere to 1.5 m social distancing requirements 

Teachers will assist them with regularly sanitizing their hands and directing their hand sanitising 

needs. 

It is strongly advised that all Maritzburg Prep parents and guardians take note of the symptoms of 

COVID-19 and adhere to all health, hygiene, and sanitising recommendations within the home.  

 

Symptoms of COVID-19 include: raised temperatures, flu like symptoms, sore throat, chills, 

problems with breathing, headaches, coughs, sneezes and muscle pain. If your child is at all 

unwell, please DO NOT send them to school.  

Should you at any stage be concerned that your son or daughter (or any other family member) if 

presenting with any of the symptoms, please consult your family doctor immediately – a medical 

practitioner who is familiar with the health status of every member of your family would be ideal 

first person to call. 

 

Please be informed that should your child present with any of the above symptoms whilst at 

school, the child will be isolated in a quarantined facility and you will be phoned immediately to 

collect your child. Please take note that no medication will be dispensed at school during this time.  

 

 



 

 

IMPORTANT: Pick-Up Times 

 

• There will be no after-care facility until further notice.  

 

• To alleviate congestion and adhere to social distancing requirements, please take note of 

the following pick-up times: 

 

Time Grade 

12.30pm Grade R, RR and RRR 

1pm Grade 1 

1.15pm Grade 2 

1.30pm Grade 3 

 

Now more than ever, I appeal to all of us to stand together and to act very responsibly as we battle 

this COVID-19 pandemic. Our thoughts and prayers are with each and every family at this time.  

Yours Faithfully, 

 

Terry Brauteseth 
Principal 


