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Confidence, Character, Care 

Maritzburg Preparatory School 

3 June 2020 

Dear Parents, 

Update on School Dates 

As you are probably aware, there has been a national barrage of information along with mixed headlines and 

communication over the past week, as South Africa’s schools are coming out of lockdown. I am pleased to inform you 

that fortunately, there is now clarity going forward.  

Firstly, let me say that as a school, we are aware of two tensions: the need for people and families to ease out of 

lockdown, coupled with the anxiety and uncertainty around health and safety measures to limit the spread of the Covid-

19 virus. The management team and I have engaged with these issues at length, around the clock over the past weeks. I 

would like to reassure you all that nothing has been spared in ensuring the care, health and safety of your children as 

well as the staff at Maritzburg Prep.  

We have consulted with the Independent Schools Association of South Africa (ISASA) and experts in the field of 

Paediatrics and Health Care, including medical professionals directly involved in dealing with Covid-19. We have also 

carefully analysed government regulations and World Health Organisation protocols. We are taking measures to ensure 

we go far beyond and above the expected standard requirements for schools and ECD centres. Coupled with this letter 

will be a video and outlined details of the preparations for health and safety on our website (maritzburgprep.co.za) for 

parents and children. 

Following confirmation from government and detailed gazette outlines, the management team and I have taken the 

decision to phase in Junior Primary children this term, and Pre-School children from Term 3 (more details to follow at a 

later stage). This will require a joint effort between school and our families as we journey forward.  

Date Commencement  

Monday 8 June Grade 3 

Wednesday 10 June Grade 2 

Monday 15 June Grade 1 

Friday 26 June End of Term 2 

Tuesday 7 July Start of Term 3 

 

There is ample space and plenty of proximity on our school campus to ensure we are well within Covid-19 regulations 

for independent schools. We have adjusted the timetable to allow for adequate social distancing, and staff have been 

trained and equipped with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and resources to keep children and classrooms clean 

and consistently safe. 
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Parents are asked to please start preparing their children to return to school by: 

1. Showing them how to wear a mask and practise having it on while doing school work at home. No touching of 

masks or taking them off. Let them run around the yard wearing a mask, so they can get used to what it feels 

like. 

2. Keep social distancing. Sit in the garden with them, to visually teach them the correct distancing. 

3. Show them how to greet a friend without running up and hugging them or shaking their hand. Children do not 

really know what 1.5 metres is – they need to be shown. 

4. Talk to them and teach them not to share food, pens, pencils etc. 

Please see the previous letter for protocols on drop off and pick up at the school – these are very important! Below are 

some brief things for you to know. 

School Times (Arrival and Pick Up): 

The school day begins at 7.45am, and you may drop your children off from 7am. 

Please note: there are several documents that government has issued as regulation during Covid-19. 

1. An online survey that parents must fill in each day before coming to school, this will help speed up the process 
at the gate. (We will send you the link this week Friday). 

2. An indemnity form which you will need to complete and return to school. 
3. A permit from the school declaring you have permission to travel to and from the school premises – this will be 

emailed to you. Alternatively, you can access the document by clicking here. 
 

There will be designated pick-up times for different grades to alleviate congestion and comply with social distancing 

regulations. Please note the following pick up times: 

Time Pick Up 

1pm Grade 1 

1.15pm Grade 2 

1.30pm Grade 3 

 

Aftercare: 

Please not that there is no aftercare – JP children must be collected from school at their designated times. 
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Uniform: 

In line with the W.H.O. (World Health Organization) recommendations that clothing needs to be washed every day, 

Maritzburg Prep has decided that civvies may be worn. Normal school regulations will apply with regard to jewellery, 

hair must be tied up and only closed shoes are allowed on the premises (ie. no slops or open sandals). We must stress 

that all items of clothing are washed every day and shoes must be wiped down with sanitising liquid.  

Pupils not returning 

While we look forward to welcoming our children back to school, there will be online support for pupils who do not 

return to school. We must emphasize that this will not take place during the school day.  

Please can we ask parents whose children will not be returning to school to notify their class teachers as well as our 

school administrator Kelly Moore (admin@maritzburgprep.co.za) by Friday 5 June. 

Amidst much uncertainty and worry, we at Maritzburg Prep will endeavour to provide your child with the best 

education and care we possibly can. Parents are asked to work with us in ensuring that their children maintain good 

social distancing, and practise the hygiene protocols recommended by the W.H.O. 

Yours Faithfully, 

Terry Brauteseth 
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